
StudentFeedbacksAbout2002GEM StudentTutorials

June18,2003

Thefollowingsaresomefeedbacksfrom ourstudentsto the2002GEM studenttutorials.Each
itemrepresentstheopinionsfrom onestudent. Pleasereferto themwhenyouprepareyourstudent
tutorial talk. Someof the feedbacksarecontradictoryto eachother, so pleasejudgeby yourself
whichoneis betterfor themajorityof our students.

� Most helpful: Moredetailedtalksespeciallyplasmaspheretalk.
Least helpful: Overviewsbut they’reprobablymosthelpful for new students!
Additional comments: Leanedlots abouttheplasmaspherethat I hadquestionsabout. In
particularrelatingto sharpnessof theplasmapause.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Broadeningtheknowledgeof thisfield.
Least helpful: Shouldhavegiventhehandoutsbeforethetalk.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Intro, andinnermagnetospherestorms.
Least helpful: GGCM
Additional comments: Theconceptbehindsubstormsbecamemoreclearer.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Thegoodintrosinto thetopics.
Least helpful: Somewerea little long.
Additional comments: Overall,a verywell runprogram.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Outstanding problems.
Least helpful:
Additional comments: Should the level of the talks be: Increased.

� Most helpful: All.
Least helpful:
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.
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� Most helpful: Thepicturesof thecat,bear, etc.of course!
Least helpful: Thereseemedto betoomuchreview.
Additional comments: Thereshouldbebeer!
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Niceoverview andrememberof forgottenthings.
Least helpful:
Additional comments: Thiswasmorerepetitionfor me.But it’ sniceto seethingsagain.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: E-fieldandwave-particletalks.
Least helpful: Modeling talks.
Additional comments: Keeptalksto time limit ! finally understandaboutshieldingE-field.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: I knew nothingaboutthisfield, sotheoverall review washelpful.
Least helpful: Did not have enoughbackgroundto follow everything, but that is my own
fault.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Area � pictures� basicphysics of relevantscientificquestions.
Least helpful:
Additional comments: JerryG. did this. Mentiondifferencesin ideasin tutorialsthatmight
contradictwhatmight learnin Introduction to SpacePhysics,books,etc.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Food.
Least helpful: Repeatof lastyear.
Additional comments: LearnedaboutMHD models.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Review/overview of completetopics(review thingsyou’ve forgottenandput
piecestogetherin thebig picture).
Least helpful: Somewent into muchmoredetail thannecessary/usefulfor someonenot
goinginto thatfield.
Additional comments: FoundtheGoldsteinandO’Brien talksvery interesting.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: All of Power point presentationswere nice -handoutsarealwaysgood. I
thoughtheoverview to themagnetospherewasagoodidea.
Least helpful: Most of themorein-depthpresentationsassumetoo muchprior knowledge
of jargon,abbreviations,etc.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.
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� Most helpful: Thebroadoverview.
Least helpful: Whenapresentationdrownsor getslost in adetail.
Additional comments: Theshortintro to wavesmademeinterestedin knowing moreabout
this topic.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: SMC.
Least helpful: Simulationmodel.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Dif ferentpersons’work.
Least helpful: None.
Additional comments: None.
Should the level of the talks be: Decreased.

� Most helpful: Generalizedunderstandingof thespacephysicsin differentregions.
Least helpful: Goingtoomany details.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful:
Least helpful: Way too long -my attentionfadedhalfway -but I don’t seehow it couldbe
madeshorter, either.
Additional comments: Speakersshouldsaya litt le moreaboutthemselves for new students
benefit.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: GGCM
Least helpful:
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Broadsubjectmatter.
Least helpful: Toomuchdetail. I think it wouldbebetterto havethebig picture.Also, there
weresomeglaring inaccuracies.Somehow the formatneedsto encouragemorediscussion
andQ&A insteadof fully preparedpolishedPowerpointpresentations.
Additional comments: Couldyoupleasemakethetutorialsavailableonline?I learneda lot
aboutSMCs.Beforethis tutorial I hadno ideawhatthey were.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Broadview of thefield.
Least helpful: Sometalksshouldbemoregeneral.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.
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� Most helpful: Basicknowledge,practicaldirections,currentstatus,heatedtopics.
Least helpful: N/A.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: I foundsomany aspectsof thetutorial to behelpful. I couldfind it difficult
to identify themosthelpful.
Least helpful: I did not needsomeof the initial introductorymaterialon GEM and the
magnetospherewhichwaspresentedthefirst. But I did enjoy therelevanttalks.
Additional comments: I found Dr. JerryGoldstein’s explanation of penetrationelectric
fields to be the bestexplanationof that phenomenonacrosswhich I have come. Colby
Lemonshouldbecommendedfor doingequipmentfailure.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: SectionII+III seemedto belower level & easierto getsomethingoutof.
Least helpful: GGCM talk wasway too long,especiallyfor theendof theday.
Additional comments: Learnedmoreaboutwhistlerwaves.
Should the level of the talks be: Decreased& keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Jerry’s talk onshielding.
Least helpful:
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Generalintroductions to topics.
Least helpful:
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: Learnedmoreaboutwhistlerwaves.

� Most helpful: Thatthey weregivenfrom astudentperspective.
Least helpful: Someof themwereboringandhardto follow.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Studentbasedtalks.
Least helpful: Toospecificin sometalks(1 or 2). Keepit broad.
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: InterrelatingconceptsI have alreadyheardaboutbut wasvagueon; back-
groundonvariouscontroversies.
Least helpful: Someweretoodetailedor generic.
Additional comments: More “recenthistory” on thedifferentschoolsof thought,naming
names,on e.g.,substorminitiation,radiationbelt acceleration,globalmodeling. Along the
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linesof “this is whatyou’ll behearingaboutthisweek.”
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Nice informal atmosphere;andpresentationof theglobalMHD (andothers)
models.
Least helpful:
Additional comments:
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Introductions,cartoons,easyvisualizationtools,especiallyin topicswhereI
have little expertise.
Least helpful: Tiny litt le figureswith data,photocopiedfrom publishedpapers,shown in
rapidsuccession.
Additional comments: Progressionof SMC’s, MHD techniques& just a bit of context for
this technique.
Should the level of the talks be: Decreased.

� Most helpful: I learnedwave stuff -EMIC, VLF, Pc. BasicallyI knew virtually nothing&
everything in Maria’s talk waspertinence& helpful.
Least helpful:
Additional comments: MaybemorebasicE&M principlesthat causephenomenarather
thanpersonalresearch.
Should the level of the talks be: keptthesame.

� Most helpful: Summarizingoutstandingquestions.
Least helpful: Discussionof personalresearch.
Additional comments: Setandenforcea20minutemaximum!
Should the level of the talks be: Dependedon theindividualtalk.

� Most helpful: Very well organizedanddivided,showedclearly what thedifferentaspects
andgoalsof GEM are
Least helpful: Presentationsalwaysbetterif data/picturein it. not just theoryor written
explanations.
Additional comments: This really helpedme. Beingmy first year, theoverview will help
me a lot the rest of the week. I learnedthat thereare excellent magnetosphericmodels
availablefor peoplelikemewhodon’t know thedetailsof them.(UCLA)
Should the level of the talks be: Decreased.
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